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COMMENTARY

The Harris County prosecutor stood before 12 jurors,  pleading with them to kill Alfred Dewayne 
Brown.

And for a while,  the 23-year-old Brown sat and listened - just as he had for days to lawyers and 
experts and witnesses calling him a murderer capable of a brazen,  callous crime: shooting Charles R. 
Clark,  a veteran Houston police officer on the verge of retirement who was just trying to stop a three-
man burglary when his aging pistol jammed. The store’s clerk,  Alfredia Jones,  was also killed,  just 
days after returning from maternity leave.

Finally,  Brown raised his hand in court like a pupil in class and jumped to his feet,  according to 
Chronicle archives,  blurting out the message he’d been telling officials all along.

“Excuse me. I didn’t rob nobody. I didn’t shoot nobody, “ he said in a shaky voice. “I didn’t do this 
crime,  man.”

Judge Mark Kent Ellis told him he’d have to stay silent if he wanted to stay. And he did. Stone silent. 
Even days later as the jury,  in the presence of extra bailiffs,  sentenced him to death.

That was in October 2005. Brown went to death row. He kept claiming he was innocent,  that he was 
at his girlfriend’s apartment that morning when some guys he knew from the neighborhood tried to 
rob a check-cashing store and ended up committing murder instead.

It didn’t matter. On death row,  claiming innocence is a pastime. And Brown wasn’t one of those 
celebrity Texas death row guys. He was a nobody. He was the illiterate son of poison streets whose 
early neglect may have contributed to the fact that his IQ,  according to trial testimony,  falls just short 
of the standard for mental retardation. He soundly lost his direct appeal.

Finally,  in 2007,  one of those big do-gooder law firms,  Philadelphia-based K&L Gates LLP,  decided 
to take Brown’s case.

Among other things,  attorneys honed in on Brown’s alibi: He claimed he had made a phone call on 
that fateful morning of April 3,  2003,  from his girlfriend’s apartment to another land line where she 
was working as a home health aide. He said he called around 10 a.m. - the same time prosecutors told 
jurors Brown was at an apartment complex with the other perpetrators,  washing up,  changing clothes 
and watching news coverage of the murders.

Wheels of justice grind 
slowly on death row

 By Lisa Falkenberg 
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New records show gas
flaring in the oil patch
continues to grow in
the Eagle Ford Shale.
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Texas lawmakers can
address the income

gap that divides us by
funding education.
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INSIDE EDITORIAL

Let’s face it. Potential inno-
cence isn’t the only thing Harris
County District Attorney Devon
Anderson is considering as she

decides whether to retry Alfred
Dewayne Brown for the slaying
of a Houston police officer.

She’s got a dead cop on her
hands, Charles R. Clark, a 20-
year veteran, beloved husband
and brother, who was gunned
down as he tried to stop a three-
man robbery of an ACE check-
cashing place in April 2003.

Somebodymust pay.
I’m sure Anderson would

prefer that a guilty person pay.
But in the absence of another
suspect, the district attorney

may feel pressure — from the
public, from law enforcement,
from the victim’s family, from
political advisers — to go after
Brown a second time, even
though the state’s case against
him has unraveled to mere
shreds.

Last month, an appellate
court threw out Brown’s convic-
tion and death sentence because
the DA’s office withheld key
evidence at trial that supports
Brown’s contention that he was
home the morning of the rob-

bery. No physical evidence ever
tied Brown to the crime. Nearly
every witness who fingered him
has recanted.

But what if there were
another suspect, a legitimate
suspect that mounting evidence
suggested could have commit-
ted the crime instead of Brown?
Wouldn’t we expect the district
attorney to take a hard look
before pursuing another weak
case against Brown?

Of course. And records show
there is such a suspect. His

name is Jero Dorty. And the dis-
trict attorney’s office has been
aware of his potential role in
Clark’s death for at least seven
years.

In 2007, Brown’s writ attor-
neys with the firm K&LGates
named Dorty as a “critical sus-
pect” and spent nearly 10 pages
of an appeal laying out the
reasons why. In 2008, Brown’s
attorneys filed an emergency
motion to test Dorty’s DNA. But
prosecutors dragged their feet.

Evidencemounts thatwrongman couldbe retried in copkilling
LISA FALKENBERG
Commentary

Falkenberg continues on B10

From right, Tremel Cooper, 11, BryanWorthy, 9, KatelynWashington, 16, and ByronWorthy, 9, play street basketball near
their homes on the corner of Roberts and Danover in Katy. Some residents call the area around Roberts Road “the ghetto.”

Marie D. De Jesús / Houston Chronicle

Families moving to
the flourishing Katy area
can scan real estate list-
ings, walk through model
homes or visit open hous-
es. They’ll see a $1.2million
five-bedroom on Brighton
Sky Lane, a four-bedroom
on Crystal Meadow Place
listed for $363,000, or
model homes frommaster-

planned communities. The
soon-to-come, 2,000-home
Cane Island touts a trained
golden Retriever that will
pose for photographs and
offer its business card to
potential buyers.

Meanwhile, in a small
strip mall storefront in
downtown Katy, families
attend a different kind of
open house, reviewing
documents to see if they

might qualify for Houston
Habitat forHumanity’sfirst
home in the Katy area. But
rising land prices have put
that project onhold.

As the Katy area grows
and prospers, affordable
housing seems increasing-
ly out of reach, sometimes
by design and sometimes
as a reflection of a broader
problem in many commu-
nities ringing the Houston
area. Katy’s city govern-
ment lacksanysortofhous-
ing program, the county’s

Boomputs
homes for
working
class out
of reach

KATY

By Leah Binkovitz

Housing continues on B5

As suburban market skyrockets,
low-cost options struggle to survive

Montgomery County
Judge Alan Sadler, who is
steppingdownafternearly
a quarter of a century in
office, never dreamed of a
career in politics.

When Sadler married
his wife, Mimi, 34 years
ago, he was working in
banking and real estate
and she would tell her
friends, “Well, at least he’s
not a politician.”

But Sadler, now 66, got
the itch to run for county
judge after being appoint-
ed to a committee to study
the efficiency of Mont-

gomery County’s govern-
ment. The county native
concluded at the end of the
two-year study that with
hisfinancedegree fromthe
University of Texas and 18
years’ work experience, he
could run a tighter ship by
doing the jobhimself.

“So naively, I jumped
in and ran, and damn if I
didn’twin,” recalledSadler
of his first campaign in
1990. He trounced the in-
cumbent,Al Stahl, garner-
ing over 60 percent of the
vote. By the time he retires
at the end of the month,
Sadler will have six terms

Sadler leaves legacyof
fiscal careamidgrowth
By Cindy Horswell

Sadler continues on B2

MONTGOMERY COUNTY JUDGE

AUSTIN—When then-Texas
health official Jack Stick sug-
gested earlier this year that a
companyhe hadhelped land $20
million in no-bid state contracts
might get another one through a
sister department, he was refer-
ring the firm to a familiar face:
Frianita Wilson, wife of Doug
Wilson, who as Stick’s boss was
overseeing the first project.

Of course, Stick — then the
top lawyer at the state health
commission — could also have
turned for help to his own wife,
Erica Stick, who served as chief
of staffat themega-agency,which
runs all health and human ser-
vices andhasa$33billionannual
budget.

And that wasn’t his only fam-
ily connection at a state agen-
cy. His brother, Jeremy Stick,
worked at the same department
asFrianitaWilson.

The web of family ties at the
Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission is raising new
questions in a growing contract
controversy roiling theCapitol.

Family
ties raise
red flags
on no-bid
contracts

By BrianM. Rosenthal

Political watchdogs,
lawmakers note links
in 21CT controversy

State continues on B2

Memo Archundia had
never been to a basketball
game before Saturday, but
the 8-year-old said he has
always been interested in
sports.

“His podiatrist
always said he’d
make a great basket-
ball player because
he’s so tall,” said his
mother, Sonia Arc-
hundia. “We hope that he
gets excitedabout it today.”

The 45-year-old suffers
from chronic pneumonia
and has to stay tethered to
an electric oxygenpump in
order to breathe. She said
she didn’t want her illness

to stop her children, espe-
ciallyMemo, fromenjoying
the game.

“I have confidence in
myself that I can play any
sport,” said her son. “May-
be basketball for the Rock-

ets.”
On Saturday

night, they were in
a private suite at
Toyota Center that
was joyfully cha-
otic. Children were

ripping open their pack-
ages like it was Christmas
morning, tossing wrap-
ping paper, ribbons and
bowsaside toreveal stuffed
animals, Hello Kitty dolls
andNerf guns.

Rockets host party for Goodfellows children
ByMichelle Iracheta

Dave Rossman

Noah Edwards gets a pat on the head from “Santa”
Clutch during Saturday’s event at Toyota Center. Goodfellows continues on B3

HoustonsFirst.org/Christmas

ChristmasEve
CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

The Loop Campus
at 4p & 6p

Cypress Campus
at historic Tin Hall

at 4p & 6p

Sienna Campus
at 4p & 6p

rch

Christmas
Houston’s First Baptist Chur

Wed, Dec 24

CITY | STATE
Houston Chronicle | Wednesday, May 14, 2014 | HoustonChronicle.com and Chron.com@HoustonChronHouston Chronicle Section B

Fort BendNarcotics
Task Force seizes
drugs, cash in stops
on U.S. 59.
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CRIMES OUTLOOK

The companies building a
high-end residential and com-
mercial development in Clear
Lake could be reimbursed up to
$9.8 million by the city of Hous-
ton for roadway and other im-
provements needed to serve the
site, where some of the homes
will be priced at more than
$500,000.

TheHoustonCityCouncilwill

considerWednesday the deal for
the Reserve at Clear Lake City, a
412-acre reclaimed Exxon Mobil
brown field at El Dorado Boule-
vard and Clear Lake City Boule-
vard.

TrendmakerHomeswill, over
five years, develop about 375
acres of the site into 741 homes
priced from the low $200,000s
tomore than$500,000.ClearDo-
rado Land Associates will build
out the remainderas commercial

space, anchoredbyanH-E-Bgro-
cery.

“Apriorityof the city, inourof-
fice, is to look at something that
is completely unproductive and
turn it into something that is go-
ing to create a revenue base for
the city,” said the city’sdeputydi-
rector of economic development,
Gwen Tillotson. “This project
does that forus.”

Thedeveloperswouldbereim-
bursed up to $9.8 million for ex-
tending, widening or improving
ElDoradoBoulevard,ClearLake
City Boulevard and Space Cen-
ter Boulevard, and adding side-

walks, landscaping, detention
and traffic lights. The companies
would be reimbursed from the
property taxes generated by the
project. City officials estimate
the site will produce $88 million

ByMikeMorris

Backers defend $9.8 million reimbursement
for high-end development as aiding public

Clear Lake project may get Houston cash

Project continues on B5

“If you want to have
development in the city
competitive in a price manner
with developments in the
county, then this is how you
do it.”
Will Holder, Trendmaker Homes

Mayor Annise Parker and
supporters of her proposed
nondiscrimination ordinance
announcedacompromiseTues-
day inhopesofquellingachorus
of opposition fromreligiousand
conservative leaders who are
against the city offering equal
rightsprotections togay, lesbian

and transgender individuals.
It did not work, as more than

300 protesters gathered with
clergy members and conserva-
tive activists outside City Hall
an hour later to denounce the
proposed ordinance as provid-
ing “an opportunity for sexual
predators to have access to our
families.”

Most of theheatedopposition

stemmed from one paragraph
in the 35-page proposal specify-
ing that no business open to the
public coulddeny a transgender
person entry to a restroom con-
sistent with his or her gender
identity.

Council member Jerry Davis
said he simply will ask his col-
leagues to remove it atWednes-
day’s council meeting. He said
the compromise now makes
him comfortable supporting the
ordinance, adding to the tally
of council members Parker can

rely on when the item reaches a
vote.

“Webelieve thiswill endsome
of the confusion,”Davis said.

Republican political leaders
and some clergy members have
used the provision to dub the

By Jayme Fraser

Compromise suggested for city ordinance
not enough for some GOP, faith leaders

Equal rights, unequal reactions

CITY HALL

Voices and Bibles are raised Tuesday after a the mayor announced a compromise to her proposed nondiscrimination ordinance.
Cody Duty / Houston Chronicle

See who was
at the protest

›› For more images from the
protest, go to chron.com/
nondiscriminationprotest

Transgender continues on B3

The city of Houston has with-
drawn from bidding on the
downtown post office, Mayor
AnniseParkerwrote ina letter to
CityCouncilmembersTuesday.

City officials said they want-
ed to keep their options open
in bidding on the site, saying it
could have a number of uses,
chief among them as a location
for the city’s planned police and
courts complex. Parker’s let-
ter also notes the site could give
commuter rail an entry point to
downtown.

Some developers eager to
scoop up the high-profile 16-acre
property at Bagby and Franklin
just east of Interstate 45 had ex-
pressed their displeasure at the
city’s interest in the property
to council members in recent
weeks.

City takes
itself outof
bidding for
post office
ByMikeMorris

HOUSTON

Study continues on B3

A Pearland teen was arrest-
ed Tuesday in the killing of a
16-year-old girl who was preg-
nant with his twins, officials
said.

Investigators found Arrijana
Hill’s body nearly two months
ago in her Pearland home, ac-
cording topolice.

The father, arrested at Pasa-
denaMemorialHighSchool,was
charged with capital murder af-
ter investigators learned thatHill
waspregnantwith twins.

Police said the teen charged
was 16when the crime occurred,
and that he andHill both attend-
ed Glenda Dawson High School
andkneweachother.

He is being held at the Brazo-
ria County Juvenile Detention
center.

Brazoria County District At-
torney Jeri Yenne declined to
comment about the motive for
the slaying or any other aspect of

Teenheld
inslaying
ofpregnant
classmate

PEARLAND

By St. John Barned-Smith
andMike Glenn

Brazoria continues on B5

The Harris County prosecu-
tor stood before 12 jurors, plead-
ing with them to kill Alfred
Dewayne Brown.

And for a while, the 23-year-
old Brown sat and listened
— just as he had for days to law-
yers and experts and witnesses
calling him amurderer capable

of a brazen, callous crime:
shooting Charles R. Clark, a
veteran Houston police offi-
cer on the verge of retirement
who was just trying to stop a
three-man burglary when his
aging pistol jammed. The store’s
clerk, Alfredia Jones, was also
killed, just days after returning
frommaternity leave.

Finally, Brown raised his
hand in court like a pupil in
class and jumped to his feet,
according to Chronicle archives,
blurting out the message he’d
been telling officials all along.

“Excuse me. I didn’t rob no-
body. I didn’t shoot nobody,” he
said in a shaky voice. “I didn’t
do this crime, man.”

JudgeMark Kent Ellis told
him he’d have to stay silent if
he wanted to stay. And he did.
Stone silent. Even days later as
the jury, in the presence of extra
bailiffs, sentenced him to death.

That was in October 2005.
Brownwent to death row. He
kept claiming he was innocent,
that he was at his girlfriend’s
apartment that morning when
some guys he knew from the
neighborhood tried to rob a
check-cashing store and ended
up committing murder instead.

It didn’t matter. On death
row, claiming innocence is a
pastime. And Brownwasn’t
one of those celebrity Texas

Wheels of justice grind slowly on death row
LISA FALKENBERG
Commentary

Houston Chronicle

New evidence has come to light in the case of Alfred Dewayne
Brown, left, with defense lawyer Robert Morrow at trial in 2005.Falkenberg continues on B3
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New evidence has come to light in the case of Alfred Dewayne Brown, left, 
with defense lawyer Robert Morrow at trial in 2005.

Houston Chronicle



Search for phone logs
At trial,  Brown’s attorneys presented no evidence to back up his claim. Brown’s new attorneys 

looked everywhere for phone records. District attorneys said they didn’t have them. The phone 
company said they’d been destroyed. 

The search went on. For six years.
Then,  last spring,  Brown’s attorneys got word from Lynn Hardaway,  chief of the DA’s post-

conviction writs division,  that a homicide investigator in the case had found some old records while 
cleaning out his garage.

In the stack was a phone log apparently provided by the U.S. Marshal’s Service in April 2003 that 
showed a call from the girlfriend’s home number was made to her work at about the time Brown said it 
was - 10:08 a.m.

Mike Anderson,  district attorney at the time,  quickly agreed to a new trial on the grounds that 
Brown’s due process rights had been violated. Prosecutors are bound by a court decision known as 
“Brady” to turn over material evidence that can help the defense.

The DA’s office admitted to an egregious error but maintained in court papers that the failure to 
disclose the documents “was inadvertent and not in bad faith.”

“I think there were a lot of records,  and this got overlooked, “ said Hardaway,  who still believes 
Brown is guilty. “It was one piece of paper.”

‘Please hurry’
But an innocent oversight is doubtful when you consider another document in the garage stack - one 

that shows one of the prosecutors had requested the records,  apparently soon after Brown’s girlfriend 
told the grand jury about the phone call. The girlfriend ended up testifying against Brown in trial but 
has since recanted,  saying she was pressured to lie,  according to court records.

In a May 28 hearing,  Judge Ellis seemed moved by the new evidence and signed an order for a new 
trial. He asked the appeals court in Austin to act just as swiftly. 

“For you guys and gals on the Court of Criminal Appeals,  I’m signing this because I agree with it, 
“ the judge said. “I believe that the circumstances in which we find ourselves at this time merit a new 
trial in Mr. Brown’s case and I hope that you will ... as soon as practical afford us the opportunity to 
retry the case.”

He closed: “So,  please hurry. Okay?”
All the appeals court had to do is rubber-stamp the order. It could have simply written the letters “O” 

and “K.” Yet,  after nearly a year,  the court has done nothing.
The delay has puzzled even Judge Ellis: “I wish I knew, “ he said when I asked what was taking so 

long. “They move in mysterious ways in Austin.”
Even those whom fate has dealt the cruelest hand are entitled to a fair trial. How long is a man who 

very well could be innocent supposed to sit still and silent on death row while the ladies and gentlemen 
in black robes take their sweet time dallying over his fate? 

lisa.falkenberg@chron.com


